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"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"
John the Baptist says today “Repent.”
He does not mean
“Come down on your knees and bang your head on the floor and say how sorry you are.”
Repentance means Metanoia which means,
“Come back to the Lord.” “Turn your life around. Stop walking all over the place in those silly little pasts, full
of harm for yourself and hopelessness for others, and come back.
John's call is God saying“ Come back.
Come back from What?
Come back from your failure to love.
Do what you know you should do,
Be the kind of person you know that you can become,
Do and walk with Jesus, for Jesus
For He has come for only one purpose
To teach us how to love.
Don't be afraid to admit that you have feelings and failures, and that you fail yourself and you fail your family
and you fail your God.
Advent Metanoia means to turn yourself around, to leave behind the nonsense and poverty of your life, not
physical poverty but moral poverty, and to try once again to take the hand of Jesus and walk.
Turn yourself around. Come away from all that is causing you pain, and come and walk with God. The rule is
surrender to the mercy and kindness and love of God.

This is Christmas time. John the Baptist comes and stands before us, tough words but beautiful words. He is
saying: “Prepare your heart for the way of the Lord.” Whatever is standing in the way of you loving, not just
God but each other, and caring, get rid of it, throw it aside. “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths”

MATTHEW 3:1-12

THE VOICE OF THE ONE
CRYING OUT IN THE
WILDERNESS PREPARE THE
WAY OF THE LORD
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.
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KINGDOM OF
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Lord help us to
become forgiving
like you.

YOU BROOD OF VIPERS! WHO WARMED YoU
TO FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME?

BEAR FRUIT WORTHY OF REPENTENCE.
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FOR REPENTENCE. |
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GOD TEACHES US TO LOVE BY PUTTING
SOME UNLOVELY PEOPLE AROUND US
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AND SERVE
ONLY HIM.
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December Events

SS JOSEPH &
JOACHIM’S REGULAR

. Today: 07 December 25
:GUEST SPEAKER After 10am Mas$

SR SUSANNA
Topic, “LITURGY.”

:Young adults that went with Fr

*Topic, “their experience during
pilgrimage.”

Refreshments after:
at the St Joachim Centre.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Refreshments after:
at the St Joachim Centre.

Lenten Rite I
Reconciliation before

and after Mass

=P * Southern Deanery Rite |l Reconciliation

Timetable for your convenience
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) ,xfj" * Pukekohe, Tuesday 9" Dec, 7 pm
: . 7 * Papakura, Wednesday 10" Dec, 7 pm
)
e YUU BARE: . Otara, Thursday, 11t of Dec, 7 pm
Tuesday F[]RGWEN » Mangare East, Wednesday, 17" Dec, 7 pm

* Clover Park, Thursday, 18" of Dec, 7 pm
* Papatoetoe, Friday 19% Dec, 7 pm —
the last one in the Deanery

:16, 17, 18, 19 and
:215t Dec.
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The office is scheduled to be closed from Wednesday, 24

December 2025, through Wednesday, 14 January 2026. Normal

operations will resume on Thursday, 15 January 2026.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS
“'MASS TIMETABLE

. 24 December 2025‘\

Christmas Eve
d\()mu,)

Carols 9pm @Mﬁ%’
Mass 9.30pm 7

New Year’s Day
1 January 2026
Mass 10am

homas to the pilgrimage in Rome

EVENTS

SJJ YOUTH GROUP
1% & 3" Friday of the Month,
6-9pm, Church Hall
Contact: Hinemoa Finau
sjjyouth.otahuhu@gmail.com

WL

Legion of Mary
Every Sunday
Juniors (5 - 17 yrs): 4pm - 5pm
Seniors (18 yrs+)5pm - 6:30pm
St Joachim Centre
Contact: Lesina Tominiko
021 208 7062

Divine Mercy
Sunday: 3pm-6pm
Church
Contact: Sam lakopo
021 132 2244
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Samoan Sunday School
8:30am-9:30am in the
Church Hall
Contact: Atonina Snr Lemalu
021 263 9307

PSALM RESPONSE

1TH DECEMBER 2025
PSALM 72:1-2,7-8.12-13,17
R: Justice shall flourish in

his time, and fullness of
peace for ever..

14TH DECEMBER 2025
PSALM 146: 6-7,8-9.9-10
R: Lord come and save us.



STS JOSEPH & JOACHIM'S
2025
CALENDAR/MARAMATAKA

December/Hakihea

07 Baptism Class

Sr Susanna Talk Liturgy
08 Baptism Class
14 Pilgrimage to Rome speakers
16-21 Confession before

and after Mass

20 Sacrament of Baptism
24 Office close for Christmas
24 9pm Xmas Carols
24 9.30pm Xmas Eve Mass
28 12 noon Tongan Mass
31 9pm New Years Eve Mass

r FOR OUR
%PARISHIUNERS

Recently Deceased/Nga Mate
Ivan Fifita, Taraifini Vollmer,
Julian Moors, Leiola Finau,

‘Alekisio Huni, Olivia Tautua'a,

Lavinita Maka and Eileen Khajeh,
Jim Barnes

The Sick/Nga Turoro
If you are sick or have
sick family members, let the
office know and we will add
them to the prayer request list

A FOREVER NOTICE

In Our Parish/
B | roto i to tatou Parihe

PARKING PARKING
PARKING!

There is no parking at all
times in front of the church,
on the grass and at the
presbytery. Also the front of
the St Joachim Centre
should be kept clear at all
times for fire and safety
reasons. Vehicles parked in
this area will be towed away.
Please do not make us tow
your car. We will do it, and it
won't make us happy.

Make a difference to someone’s life:

1. A Catholic Approach to Healing and Freedom
(A Journey of Hope: Combating Pornography on the Internet by Fr Robert Steele)

2. A Novel of Struggle, Grace and Freedom
1 (Michael’s Journey by Fr Robert Steele)

Both books are ideal for Christmas gifts available in the parish
office at $20 each. Please pay online and pick up from the

Robert Steele

parish office.

A Cathalit Aporauch
o tealig and
+

otk

Account Name:
Sts Joseph & Joachim Otahuhu
02-0108-0706144-000

Reference: Book 1 or Book 2

Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: your mobile no:

A Journey of
Hope:
Combating
Pornography
on the
Internet

Michael's
Journey

DPC members being commissioned during
last weekend’s meeting: North Shore, Te Tai ’
Tokerau and South Deanery (Irene Tufuga) :




INFANT/CHILD BAPTISM
FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY
COMMUNION AND
CONFIRMATION
Completed for 2025 FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS

Start in February 2026
2026 details to be published

See Sr Salome, Br Jack or
Irene Tufuga

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
6 WEEK PROGRAMME

Dates for 2026 will be advised

in Feb 2026. 6 December 9am Mass

See Sr Salome

Follow Us Online!

MASS SCHEDULE

PARISH CONTACTS

Committees, Groups &

| Parish Administrator

Management
Parish Pastoral Council- Irene Tufuga

SUNDAY WEEK DAYS Fr Thomas Park Finance- Solomone Tahaafe
8am Mass MONDAY No Mass Parish Administrator Litur.gy - Les.ina Tominiko
10am Mass TUESDAY 6:00pm thomasparknz@gmail.com Music - Taniela Manu

WED - SAT 9am

OCCASIONAL MASSES

Parish Secretary

Maintenance - Lauina Tufuga
Children'’s Liturgy — Palepa loane
Adult Education - Sr Salome loane

TONGAN MASS

Taupule Po'e
4TH SUNDAY 12PM

@ 027 6758150

RECONCILIATION © (09) 276 4759

Divine Mercy - Sam lakopo
Legion of Mary - Lesina Tominiko
Sacristy - Malia lakopo

Altar Servers - Malia Aholelei

office@otahuhucatholic.org.nz
Saturday 02102333424
9.30am - 10am Cultural Group
Representatives

The Office and shop are open on Tuesday,

tahuhucatholi
Thursday, Friday 10am - 3:30pm. Please @otahuhucatholic

Fijian - James Kado
Samoan - Lemalu Feagai Lemalu

expect a response to your queries during
these times.

@ otahuhucatholic.org.nz

Tongan - Rosita Tupou
Cook Island - Henry Ripata

o St Joseph & St Joachim Otahuhu

Maori - Michelle Timoti-Hohaia

SAFEGUARDING/TIKANGA HAUMARU

Safeguarding is making a safe space for all our people
_ | '\'
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COMPLAINTS & (Strictly Confidential) For any feedback,/concerns. Your first
CONCERNS: point of contact for this Parish is Irene Tufuga.

Everyone is welcome here!
We invite everyone to be part of our %™
Ss Joseph and Joachim Family.

Use this bank account for Weekly Offerings:
Account Name:
Sts Joseph & Joachim Otahuhu
02-0108-0706144-000
Reference: Your Giving Number

Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: Offering

7th December YEAR A

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 | Psalm 72:
Romans 15:4-9 | Matthew 3:1-12

__AITAR SERVFR, COMMENTATOR, IECTOR AND SPFCIAI MINISTER B

READINGS

14th December
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-6,10 | Psalm 146: 6-7,8-9,9-10
James 5:7-10 | Matthew 11:2-11

STER
Mass Altar
14" Commentator Reader Reader Eucharistic Minister
Server
December
Lusinita . .
8am , Irene Tufuga Soane Tupou Br Jack, Lauina Tufuga, Lisa Cann Please
Toha'uiha
check
with
Malia
. . Uinise Hinemoa Tangi Tahaafe, Sosefina Tau, Aholelei
10am Jacinta Laumatia Tu'inukuafe Finau Vena Po'e, Peter Mulipola
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