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THE JOYFUL NEWS IS TO BE CLOSER TO THOSE WHO SUFFER
Gaudete Sunday(Rejoice) in Advent, like Laetare Sunday (Rejoice) in Lent, both in pink vestments
(love after hate, joy after sorrow, and fullness after hunger) Both days are like a day off in the two
strict penitential seasons. Advent used to start in early November and penitential practice was far
more rigorous, unlike today when some people don't even start to practise it because they are so
busy.
But the readings and Gospel give us reason for joy
Imprisoned in the fortress of Machaerus, John the Baptist longs for the arrival of God's terrible
judgment that will root out the sin of the people. He is a pretty tough old testament rooster .He asks
Jesus
“Are you the one who is to come?
Is Jesus is going to powerfully and violently bring the people into order? Or will someone else be
coming later on?
Jesus simply says :
Tell John “what you are seeing and hearing.”
What do the people see?
They see Jesus healing and liberating, not judging or condemning, devoted to those who suffer,
freeing them from what prevents them from living a healthy, dignified, and joyful life.
That's the sort of messiah he is .
What do the people hear?
They hear a message of hope , the good news of God to the poor, addressed to impoverished
peasants, victims of all kinds of abuse and injustice.
That's the sort of messiah He is
Now us?
If someone asks if we are followers of the Messiah what works can we show ?

First, we must be a healing community: a little closer to those who suffer, attentive to the sick who
are alone and neglected, welcoming to those who need to be heard and comforted, present in
people's misfortunes.

Second, our backs not be turned on the poor: rather, learning their problems, attending their needs,
defending their rights, not leaving them helpless. The poor are the first ones who must hear and
feel the Good News of God.

Our community not only is a place of Eucharistic liturgies and of adoration, but a source of
healthier life, a place of welcome, and a home for those who need one .

This requires repentance for our failures and metanoia a change of heart within ourselves and our
families and communities .

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear,

the dead are raised,
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”



December Events

Today, 14 Dec 25
Young adults that went with Fr
Thomas to the pilgrimage in Rome.
Topic, “their experience during
pilgrimage.”

Lenten Rite I
Reconciliation before

E and aﬂ:er Mass i *Southern Deanery Rite Il Reconciliation
. 7. . Timetable for your convenience
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:215t Dec.

L ]

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

The office is scheduled to be closed from Wednesday, 24
December 2025, through Wednesday, 14 January 2026. Normal
operations will resume on Thursday, 15 January 2026.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS L
“'MASS TIMETABLE ;

24 December 2025‘\
Christmas Eve

Carols 9pm W“lﬁ%’
Mass 9.30pm .7
iy T~ New Year’s Day
1 January 2026

Mass 10am

SS JOSEPH &
JOACHIM'S REGULAR
EVENTS

SJJ YOUTH GRQ\I}I’D
1% & 3" Friday of@e Month,
6-9pm, Ckérch Hall
Contact; kﬁ'memoa Finau
sjjyouth. @Qhuhu@gmall com

o“ i‘\i‘/

Legion of Maryq,
Every Sundag
Juniors (5 - 17 yrsy'Zpm - 5pm
Seniors (18 yrgfg pm - 6:30pm
St Jo&&ﬁlm Centre
Contaé@ Lesina Tominiko
O(\ 021 208 7062

A

DlvmeQﬁercy
Sunda)@%pm -6pm
hurch
C ﬁct Sam lakopo
O'021 132 2244

a
20\

c\
Samoan Sund&/ School
8:30am-9¢g®am in the
Chdrch Hall
Contacb\ﬁtonma Snr Lemalu
Q21 263 9307

PSALM RESPONSE

14TH DECEMBER 2025
PSALM 146: 6-7,8-9.9-10
R: Lord come and save us.

21ST DECEMBER 2025
PSALM 24: 1-2,3-4.4-5.

R: Let the Lord enter, he is
king of glory.



STS JOSEPH & JOACHIM'S
2025
CALENDAR/MARAMATAKA

In Our Parish/
[ rotoito tatou Parihe

December/Hakihea

14 Pilgrimage to Rome
speakers
16-21 Confession before

and after Mass

24 Office close for Christmas
24 9pm Xmas Carols
24 9.30pm Xmas Eve Mass
28 12 noon Tongan Mass
31 9pm New Years Eve Mass

January | Hanuere

01: New Year's Day Mass

10am
14: Office open

r FOR OUR
%PARISHIONERS

Recently Deceased/Nga Mate
Ivan Fifita, Taraifini Vollmer, |3
Julian Moors, Leiola Finau,

‘Alekisio Huni, Olivia Tautua'a,

Lavinita Maka and Eileen Khajeh,)
Jim Barnes

The Sick/Nga Turoro
If you are sick or have
sick family members, let the
office know and we will add
them to the prayerﬂrequest list

{
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A FOREVER NOTICE Make a difference to someone’s life:

PARKING PARKING 1. A Catholic Approach to Healing and Freedom
PAR KI N G ' (A Journey of Hope: Combating Pornography on the Internet by Fr Robert Steele)
There is no parking at all 2. ANovel of Struggle, Grace and Freedom

times in front of the church,

h q h 1 (Michael's Journey by Fr Robert Steele)
on the grass and at the
presbytery. Also the front of Both books are ideal for Christmas gifts available in the parish
the St Joachim Centre office at $20 each. Please. pay opline and pick up from the
should be kept clear at all parish office. Robert Steele
times for fire and safety A t N . '
reasons. Vehicles parked in A Journey of ccoun a[11e. '
this area will be towed away. it IS Sts Joseph & Joachim Otahuhu [EVRESEE
Please do not make us tow Pornography 02-0108-0706144-000 LR

on the

your car. We will do it, and it Internet Filanmgu ok Tor g0k

Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: your mobile no:

won't make us happy.




INFANT/CHILD BAPTISM
FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY
COMMUNION AND
CONFIRMATION
Completed for 2025 FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS

Start in February 2026
2026 details to be published

See Sr Salome, Br Jack or
Irene Tufuga

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
6 WEEK PROGRAMME

Dates for 2026 will be advised

in Feb 2026.
See Sr Salome

Already done for
2025

Follow Us Online!

MASS SCHEDULE

PARISH CONTACTS

Committees, Groups &

| Parish Administrator

Management
Parish Pastoral Council- Irene Tufuga

SUNDAY WEEK DAYS Fr Thomas Park Finance- Solomone Tahaafe
8am Mass MONDAY No Mass Parish Administrator Litur.gy - Les.ina Tominiko
10am Mass TUESDAY 6:00pm thomasparknz@gmail.com Music - Taniela Manu

WED - SAT 9am

OCCASIONAL MASSES

Parish Secretary

Maintenance - Lauina Tufuga
Children'’s Liturgy — Palepa loane
Adult Education - Sr Salome loane

TONGAN MASS

Taupule Po'e
4TH SUNDAY 12PM

@ 027 6758150

RECONCILIATION © (09) 276 4759

office@otahuhucatholic.org.nz

Divine Mercy - Sam lakopo
Legion of Mary - Lesina Tominiko
Sacristy - Malia lakopo

Altar Servers - Malia Aholelei

Saturday 02102333424
9.30am - 10am Cultural Group
Representatives

The Office and shop are open on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 10am - 3:30pm. Please

@otahuhucatholic

Fijian - James Kado
Samoan - Lemalu Feagai Lemalu

expect a response to your queries during
these times.

@ otahuhucatholic.org.nz

Tongan - Rosita Tupou
Cook Island - Henry Ripata

o St Joseph & St Joachim Otahuhu

Maori - Michelle Timoti-Hohaia

SAFEGUARDING/TIKANGA HAUMARU

Safeguarding is making a safe space for all our people
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We invite everyone to be part of our %™

. ﬂ Everyone is welcome here!
Ss Joseph and Joachim Family.

COMPLAINTS & (Strictly Confidential) For any feedback,/concerns. Your first
CONCERNS: point of contact for this Parish is Irene Tufuga.

Use this bank account for Weekly Offerings:
Account Name:
Sts Joseph & Joachim Otahuhu
02-0108-0706144-000

Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: Offering

14th December
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-6,10 | Psalm 146: 6-7,8-9,9-10
James 5:7-10 | Matthew 11:2-11

__AITAR SERVFR, COMMENTATOR, IECTOR AND SPFCIAI MINISTER B

YEAR A READINGS

21st December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-14|Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6
Roman 1:1-7| Matthew 1:18-25

STER
Mass Altar
21st Commentator Reader Reader Eucharistic Minister
Server
December
Analosa Simon Jnr loane, Michelle Timoti
8am Tina V. Lemisio Cecilia Tupou Veukiso- . | Please
. Hohaia, Lucila Sharma
Ulugia check
with
. o Malia
10am Koluse Sa'u Ana Ealaniko Nio Soo Solomone Tahaafe, Sili Vaimauga, Aholelei
Choon Sam lakopo, Taufau Banse
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