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The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective
(The other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the
angel and the shepherds, are found in the Gospel of Luke).

There are difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. Joseph and Mary faced
situations which tell us much about their faith in God.

Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as an
engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was
in fact the first part of the marriage contract. Breaking the contract was considered
adultery.

Mary is found to be pregnant. Joseph knows he is not the dad. If adultery is proven, the
punishment could well be death for Mary.
Joseph has rights under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break
the marriage contract, so as to protect Mary.
Then God intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about
the child and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be
Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfilment of the
prophecy heard in today's first reading from Isaiah:

“. .. The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us]”
Joseph does as the Angel directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts Jesus as his
own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both models for us
of what it means to be faithful servants of God.

Sometimes we forget about Joseph'’s Anunciation that we hear about in the Gospel today .
The Angel appeared to Mary but the Angel appeared also to Joseph in a dream.
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STS JOSEPH & JOACHIM'S
2025

CALENDAR/MARAMATAKA

December/Hakihea

21 Confession before

and after Mass
24 Office close for Christmas
24 9pm Xmas Carols
24 9.30pm Xmas Eve Mass
28 12 noon Tongan Mass
31 9pm New Years Eve Mass

January | Hanuere

01: New Year's Day Mass

10am
15: Office open

r FOR OUR
%PARISHIUNERS

Recently Deceased/Nga Mate
Ivan Fifita, Taraifini Vollmer,
Julian Moors, Leiola Finau,

‘Alekisio Huni, Olivia Tautua'a,

Lavinita Maka and Eileen Khajeh,
Jim Barnes

The Sick/Nga Turoro
If you are sick or have
sick family members, let the
office know and we will add
them to the prayer&request list
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A FOREVER NOTICE
PARKING PARKING
PARKING!

There is no parking at all
times in front of the church,
on the grass and at the
presbytery. Also the front of
the St Joachim Centre
should be kept clear at all
times for fire and safety
reasons. Vehicles parked in
this area will be towed away.
Please do not make us tow
your car. We will do it, and it
won't make us happy.

| In Our Parish/
B | roto i to tatou Parihe

UPDATE FROM FR THOMAS PARK .
Church Restoration /Presbytery Renovation

Fr Thomas had a meeting with the Auckland Diocese after:
their investigation on the leaks of our church building. Fr =
also asked about renovating the presbytery at the end of :
the St Joseph's School’s lease. :
So we are to face reality of looking for funds to achieve
the restoration of the church and renovation of the
presbytery.

Bishop Stephen M. Lowe has now approved the
renovation of the presbytery using our own funds in his
letter to Fr Thomas. From the 29th of this month the
building contractor will do their preparations for a start on
15 January 2026, for 8 weeks.

Firstly a Fundraising Team is required which would be a
good idea to have those whom are not involved in any
committees in the parish.

We may approach those in business to donate to our
purpose with the return of rebates at 33.33% We may
advertise their business in our bulletin.

You may have better ideas that we love to hear from. This
is something for you to think about in the next few
months. We build on this project slowly and have a 5to 10
years plan. What do you think? Suggestions from others -
Suggestion Box in on the table by the main entrance to
place your ideas.

Please register your interest/thoughts by emailing parish
office: office@otahuhucatholic.org.nz
Fr Thomas has kindly given all his monetary gifts from our
parishioners back to our parish to help with our church
restoration. He gifted part of it to the parish youth.

If you wish to donate to this purpose please you can pay
direct to the St Joseph & St Joachim Building Restoration :

Account: .
No: 02 0108 0706144 004
Your reference: your lasthame and initial.
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INFANT/CHILD BAPTISM
FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

COMMUNION AND 6 WEEK PROGRAMME
CONFIRMATION Dates for 2026 will be advised
FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS in Feb 2026. Already done for

Completed for 2025
Start in February 2026

See Sr Salome

2026 details to be published

See Sr Salome, Br Jack or

Irene Tufuga

2025

Follow Us Online!

MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY WEEK DAYS
8am Mass MONDAY No Mass
10am Mass TUESDAY 6:00pm

WED - SAT 9am

OCCASIONAL MASSES
TONGAN MASS
4TH SUNDAY 12PM

RECONCILIATION

Saturday
9.30am - 10am

The Office and shop are open on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 10am - 3:30pm. Please
expect a response to your queries during
these times.

PARISH CONTACTS

| Parish Administrator
Fr Thomas Park
Parish Administrator
thomasparknz@gmail.com

Parish Secretary
Taupule Po'e

@ 027 6758150
® (09) 276 4759
office@otahuhucatholic.org.nz

@otahuhucatholic
@ otahuhucatholic.org.nz

o St Joseph & St Joachim Otahuhu

Committees, Groups &

Management
Parish Pastoral Council- Irene Tufuga

Finance- Solomone Tahaafe
Liturgy - Lesina Tominiko
Music- Taniela Manu

Maintenance - Lauina Tufuga
Children'’s Liturgy — Palepa loane
Adult Education - Sr Salome loane
Divine Mercy - Sam lakopo
Legion of Mary - Lesina Tominiko
Sacristy - Malia lakopo
Altar Servers - Malia Aholelei
02102333424

Cultural Group

Representatives
Fijian - James Kado

Samoan - Lemalu Feagai Lemalu
Tongan - Rosita Tupou

Cook Island - Henry Ripata
Maori - Michelle Timoti-Hohaia

SAFEGUARDING/TIKANGA HAUMARU

Safeguarding is making a safe space for all our people

We invite everyone to be part of our W’ ‘

ﬂ Everyone is welcome here!

Ss Joseph and Joachim Family.

COMPLAINTS & (Strictly Confidential) For any feedback,/concerns. Your first
point of contact for this Parish is Irene Tufuga.

CONCERNS:
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Use this bank account for Weekly Offerings:
Account Name:
Sts Joseph & Joachim Otahuhu
02-0108-0706144-000

Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name

Code: Offering

21st December
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Roman 1:1-7] Matthew 1:18-25

YEAR A READINGS

Isaiah 7:10-14|Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6

28th December
Holy Family

Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14 | Psalm 128:
Colossians 3:12-21 | Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

__AITAR SERVFR, COMMENTATOR, IECTOR AND SPFCIAI MINISTER B

STER
Mass Altar
28th Commentator Reader Reader Eucharistic Minister
Server
December
8am Palepa loane Panuve Natasha Br Jack, Padmini Singh, Please
P Tonga’uiha Reddy Malia T Aholelei
check
with
Malia
. ‘Ema Nikole Tahaafe, Atonina Lemalu, Aholelei
10am Aloema Mulipola Ana Tau Tukutukinga Malia lakopo, Allen Banse
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